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The Top-Down 
 
The Federal Reserve raised rates by a quarter of one percent to a target range of 1.00% to 
1.25%. Even with slightly softer headline data, Fed President Yellen sees wage inflation ahead 
as normalization of rates and the balance sheet contraction continue on their path. Fed Day 
commentary from Bill Gross.  
 
Stillwater View: With the economy nearing full employment, assets reflated and the eight-
year expansion showing its age, the Fed is re-racking the tool chest for the next contraction. 
Look for the yield curve to be of greater focus as the ten-year treasury makes new lows for 
the year.  
 

 
 
On Tuesday, DoubleLine’s Jeff Gundlach counseled some to take down risk. His message was 

based on the market’s lack of volatility heading into summer. "If you're a trader or a speculator I 

think you should be raising cash today, literally today. If you're an investor you can easily sit 

through a seasonally weak period." Highlights of his “Small Change” presentation, compliments of 

Business Insider 
 

http://www.cnbc.com/2017/06/14/interest-rates-addressed-at-fed-meeting-with-janet-yellen.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-14/yellen-doubles-down-on-bet-hot-job-market-to-stoke-inflation
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/06/14/bill-gross-fed-wont-be-able-to-follow-through-with-its-plans.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/interest-rate-spreads-close-to-signaling-recession-2017-6
http://www.businessinsider.com/gundlach-webcast-presentation-slides-june-13-2017-6/#what-small-change-means-1


For a full account of all economic data use  The Economic Calendar - Bloomberg 
 
The Bottom-Up   
 
The big news this week was the continuation of a rotation from growth into value stocks as the 
fever broke on a relentless run for large capitalization technology. Within a matter of hours last 
Friday everything that you hadn’t wanted to own this year caught a strong bid.   
 
Wells Fargo’s problems continue as a class action lawsuit was filed accusing the bank of 
modifying mortgages for borrowers who declared bankruptcy without going through the 
proper channels.  
 
Stillwater View: Negative on Wells Fargo as the brand will take considerable time to rebuild.  
 
The Cheesecake Factory added more evidence that casual dining is facing headwinds from 
higher food costs and an over-retailed market. And the Amazon effect is now bearing down on 
traditional grocers as Kroger’s same store sales slip into the negative. News broke this morning 
that the company is buying Whole Foods. These cities have too many stores and they’re still 
building. 
 
Stillwater View: The market is recognizing that expansion for expansions sake has limits and 
that secular challenges will last longer than most anticipate.  
 

Up and Down Wall Street  
 
The Wall Street Journal reports that PIMCO’s new bond king is nothing like the original. Bloomberg 
profiles Minneapolis Fed President Neel Kashkari.  
 
Viking returns $8 billion of investor money,  sizing down to $24 billion as Chief Investment Officer, 
Daniel Sundheim, exits the firm. The push into artificial intelligence continues as the hedge fund 
industry looks to evolve. And for all the hype about quant investing taking over, at the end of the 
day it comes down to performance.  
 
There is a bear market in lunch with Warren Buffet as the price for a date with the Oracle and 
seven of your closest friends plunged 22% year over year to $2.8 million. All for a good cause, San 
Francisco’s GLIDE Foundation.   
 
Diversions  
 
The Summer Solstice rolls through on Wednesday.  Not only the longest day of the year, but also 
one of the finest. The Wall Street Journal’s Off Duty 50 Guide to a Lazy Summer. 
 
The 117th U.S. Open is being played at Erin Hills this weekend. The Bleacher Report provides us 
with their top 10 tournament shots of all time. Had Tom Watson hit his thin on the 17th in 1982 
these kids from Carmel High would have found it and fished it out. Short film well worth watching.     
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/markets/economic-calendar
https://www.bloomberg.com/markets/economic-calendar
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-12/just-five-stocks-account-for-nearly-75-of-the-nasdaq-s-plunge
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/15/business/dealbook/wells-fargo-mortgage-home-loan.html?ref=dealbook
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/business/wells-fargo-loan-mortgage.html?_r=0
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-13/cheesecake-factory-tumbles-after-industry-woes-catch-up-to-chain
http://www.cheatsheet.com/money-career/restaurants-struggling-high-food-prices.html/?a=viewall
http://www.businessinsider.com/restaurant-supply-outpaces-demand-2017-5
https://www.wsj.com/articles/kroger-shares-slide-as-grocer-is-battered-by-price-fight-1497531764
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-16/amazon-to-acquire-whole-foods-in-13-7-billion-bet-on-groceries
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-12/what-s-killing-american-retail-take-a-look-at-this-chart-for-a-start
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-12/what-s-killing-american-retail-take-a-look-at-this-chart-for-a-start
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pimcos-new-bond-king-is-nothing-like-bill-gross-1497605409
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-16/neel-kashkari-is-the-fed-s-toughest-internal-critic
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/12/business/dealbook/viking-hedge-fund-to-return-8-billion-to-investors.html
http://www.pionline.com/article/20170612/PRINT/306129991/ai-key-for-third-wave-of-hedge-fund-managers
https://www.wsj.com/articles/flush-with-cash-top-quant-funds-stumble-1497561706
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-10/buffett-s-lunch-auction-attracts-winning-offer-of-2-68-million
https://www.glide.org/
http://metro.co.uk/2017/06/14/when-is-the-longest-day-of-the-year-and-why-is-it-called-the-summer-solstice-6707483/
http://graphics.wsj.com/image-grid/od50-summer2017/
http://www.usopen.com/
http://www.golfchannel.com/news/rex-hoggard/erin-hills-enticing-deadly/
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2496035-ranking-the-10-best-shots-in-us-open-history
http://www.golf.com/knockdown/2017/01/27/ball-retrievers-meet-two-environmentally-conscious-teens-who-have-collected-thousands-golf-balls


The Stillwater Capital Top Five Father’s Day gift ideas. Some much larger than others.  
 

1) A vintage wristwatch of notable distinction. Tough choice between the Rolex “Sea Dweller” 
and the “Steve McQueen”  
 

2) A culinary experience with the family at a reputable burger establishment. The Billy Goat 
Tavern,  Pie n’ Burger and the Alpine Inn are all personal favorites.  

 
3) A bucket list round at one of the finer publicly available golf courses. Pinehurst, Pebble 

Beach, Bandon, TPC Sawgrass, Mauna Kea or any combination thereof.  
 

4) A classic American automobile. My allegiances are with the Jeep Grand Wagoneer.  
 

5) A walk on the beach, stroll down the fairway, hike to the peak, or a day on the ocean. Any 
simple journey that brings you together to celebrate this weekend.  

 
 
DISCLOSURE: Stillwater Capital, LLC is a Registered Investment Adviser. Advisory 
services are only offered to clients or prospective clients where Stillwater Capital, LLC and its 
representatives are properly licensed or exempt from licensure. This website is solely for 
informational purposes. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing 
involves risk and possible loss of principal capital. No advice may be rendered by Stillwater 
Capital, LLC unless a client service agreement is in place.  
 
Stillwater Capital, LLC provides links for your convenience to websites produced by other 
providers or industry related material. Accessing websites through links directs you away 
from our website. Stillwater Capital, LLC is not responsible for errors or omissions in the 
material on third party websites, and does not necessarily approve of or endorse the 
information provided. Users who gain access to third party websites may be subject to the 
copyright and other restrictions on use imposed by those providers and assume responsibility 
and risk from use of those websites.  

General Notice to Users: While we appreciate your comments and feedback, please be aware 
that any form of testimony from current or past clients about their experience with our firm 
on our website or social media platforms is strictly forbidden under current securities laws.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bobswatches.com/vintage-rolex-1.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/the-50-best-burger-joints-in-america-ranked-2016-7/#35-yeah-burger--atlanta-ga-awesome-burgers-made-fresh-to-order-the-gluten-free-burgers-are-great-lots-of-options-to-be-creative-with-the-menu-foursquare-user-brandi
http://www.billygoattavern.com/
http://www.billygoattavern.com/
http://pienburger.com/
http://www.alpineinnbeergarden.com/
http://www.golfdigest.com/gallery/americas-100-greatest-public-courses-ranking
http://www.wagonmaster.com/


 
 
 


